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ALL BUT TWO OFFICERS SAVED

Ship a. Tctal WrecJc 23 Sailors
aad Marines I.ose Their

Lives.
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CAPT. SIGSBS'S DISPATCH.

"WASHINGTON, Febrsary IS. Late
Tionht the following dispatch from
Captain Sigsbee at Havana, addressed
to Secretary Loag. was received:

"JJ& men. whose names have not
been sent as saved, probably are lost.
Have given np Jenkins and Herritt as
feet. Bodies are soli fioating ashore
this afternoon. I keep nine oScers,
one private ard Gunner's Mate Bol-
lock here with me."

IT WAS THE CENTRAL MAGAZINE

A special copyright cable to the Ev-

ening World from Havana says the
oScers of the Malaestate the explosion
was in the central magazine and that
the Mstee was raised out of the water
and ihea went partially to pieces.

The dispatch continues: AH the I

oscers .oat the surgeon were in xaei
r&rdrcoxs. at the moment of the ex--
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.At 9:4 o'clock in m? evening on the rsjth of February, an awful ex--
plosion occurred on board the magnificent-UnitedStafeGruiseriVaine"'l- yjng

,

at anchor in Havana harbor, Cuba. The shock was terrific. The fore part
of the vessel was blown to atoms, the ship gave a great pitch forward and
instantly began to sink. The wreck took fire and all the inflammable ma--
teriai was consumed. A Ward Line steamer in port and a Spanish war X

vessel were of great assistance in rescuing the survivors.
Captain Sigsbee reports 23 men drowned or killed and two fficers

missing. It is believed that the calamity was caused by an explosion in t
the magazine where was stored nearly 2, tons of powder. An official
investigation has been ordered by the Navy Department.
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Onlr a Tery tHtiabie few of the Jack j

tars ever got from below. The water
rashed over them and many were j

stunned and drowned, but not man-- 1
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of the passengers on the "Ward line
steamer City of "Washington which was
lying 3C) yards from the Maine bears
oat the foregoing statement.

Captain Sigsbee said: "There is very

little that I can tell you, I was In my

cabin at the time. I had just finished
a letter to my when

crash came. The ship lurched
heavily to port and I knew in. an. in-

stant it all meant that it meant
that the ship had been blown np.

"All the cabin were put out,
and as I groped my way out of my
apartment I met my orderly running
toward me. Reaching the deck I gave
orders to past sentries, keep silence
and to the The ma-

gazines were already flooding them-

selves. I saw &en that the disaster
was complete.

"Only three boats were left of the
camber we carried. These, the gig,
the barge and the second whaleboat,
were lowered as quickly as we could
get tnem in the water. There was a
big hole knocked in the glde of the
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with tfi? fw who hnr! climbed fntn it"i
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"What do yon think caused the ex-
. .

plosion?" was asked captain bigsoee.
Toa will have excuse me answer- -

Jing that, he replied. "In snch cases it
is best not to think. It is best to
know. That requires investigation and
time."

iTHE IN WASHINGTON.

fment tonight. The city has been all
'iii2 UUK1 SUUU1116 icyviiia i:uu

ments was almost at a standstill be-

cause of the awful in the har-

bor of Havana which caused the total
loss of the battleship Maine and the
death of two of her officers and 253

of her crew.

Officially the Nation Is In mourning,
and social events scheduled to take
place at the White House have been
indefinitely postponed. No such ap-

palling event of the sea has occurred
since Her Majesty's battleship Victo
ria was sunk a few years ago by her
sister ship, the Campertown, In the
Mediterranean. The commanding offi

cer went down with his ship, and 22

officers and 336 sailors with him. The
great disaster in the Samoan harbor
of Apia, in 1S9, when three vessels
of the United States Navy and three

Germany were wrecked, and 54

American officers and men was
also recalled today when the news
came that the Maine had been destroy-
ed.

Few of the higher officials of the
and of the leaders in

the Senate and House are willing to ad-

mit that they discern evidence of
Spanish treachery In this tragedy that
has followed the long chain of dramatic

after torpedo compartment was jam- -
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incidents connected with the controv--
n-- .- V..- - 7I 1 H--. TT.U.JJ uctnecu znhuu. uuu uib umieu
States over the Cuban question.

.President McKinley has allowed tne
impression to go abroad that he be-
lieves the catastrophe for which the
Nation mourns to be due to an in-
scrutable act of Providence, and his
words are re-ech- by his Secretary
of the Navy and his Cabinet advisers.

jThey would be only too glad if they
felt taeir uttterances to be sincere. If
it shall be learned that the deed was
caused by a treacherous enemy of
Cuba, then the vengeance of this Gov-
ernment will be swift and sure.

Telegrams were sent by the Navy
Department today to the families of
all officers except those of Lieutenant
Jenkins and Assistant Engineer Mer-ri- tt

saying these two were the only
officers missing. Inquiry came by tele-
graph from the families of Jenkins and
Merritt, and the department was ob-
liged to send the distressing news
that they were reported lost

Just before he went home this after-
noon Secretary Long telegraphed to

Rear-Admir- al Slcard, commanding the
North Atlantic squadron, at Dry Tor-tuga- s,

to appoint a board of officers to
Investigate the cause of the catastro-
phe.

One of those present at Secretary
Long's conference was Commander "W.
S. Schley, who had a thrilling experi-
ence while commanding the cruiser
New York. He said fire had started
from spontaneous combustion In the
coal bunkers of the vessel, which
smoldered from 9 o'clock In the morn-
ing nntil 1 o'clock In the afternoon
without being discovered. It was near
tee magazine bulkhead when finally
checked. He expressed the opinion
that a similar state of affairs was re-
sponsible for the Maine disaster.

It Is obvious the explosion occurred
In or under the forward part of the
battleship where the magazines con-
tained 58,500 pounds of powder. This
consisted of 50,000 pounds of brown
prismatic and 8,500 pounds of black
powder, an enormous quantity for a
vessel to carry In addition to the
amount stored In the magazinetinder
the aft turret. The explanation given
of the presence on the Maine of such
an unusual amount of ammunition la
that when the battleship went to Ha
vana she went prepared for any emer
gency.

Disaster TtoiM to Have Been

By

ASSISTANCE OF SPANISH SHIP

Feeling In Washington Investiga-

tion Ordered The Wrecked
Vessel.

WASHINGTON. February 16.

There was no smokeless powder on
board the Maine and the 10-ln- ch am-

munition was made up of brown pris-
matic powder. Not only is this powder
most carefully packed in hermetically
sealed copper cases, but its heat resist
ing qualities are so great that it can-

not be ignited by the flame of a match,
500 degrees Fahrenheit being the
amount of heat that must be applied
for some time to set off the powder.
On the other hand. It Is readily ignited,
as in the case of the charge in the
srun. bv the exDlosion of a auantitv of

I fulminate. Every precaution is adopt
ed aboard ship to safeguard the maga-
zine.

Cantain Sicsbee's brief report, as
, well as General Lee's dispatch, irdl- -'

cate that they now Incline strongly to
i the belief that the explosion was of
internal origin. Both agree that its
force was greatest in the forward part

j of the ship.
The Maine had three magazines. The

one forward was used for the storage
of ammunition weighing 15,000
nnnnrtsr Tht nnintitr nf PTnlnslvps

I is so large that the naval officers here
can scarcely believe It was possible for
any human being on board to have
escaped had this magazine exploded
entirely. In its vicinity a sentry stands
on duty continually. The doors are
closed hermetically, except when the
ship is cleared for action,.

At S o'clock every night the temper-
ature is taken and the keys of the
locked door are placed in the captain's
hands for the night. The records of
the Navy Department show that S7 de-

grees was the maximum temperature
in the Maine's magazine during the
past month, a very low and safe tem-
perature. These facts make it extreme-
ly difficult to account for the explo-
sion.

The department within recent years
has been ereatly troubled with reports
of spontaneous combustion of coal In
the ship's bunkers, which have en-

dangered the lives of the crews and
the safety of the ships. The Cincin-
nati, twice at least, has been obliged
to flood her magazines to prevent their
blowing up during fires of this kind,
and the cruiser Boston has been In the
same condition.

The theory advanced by the Spanish
authorities that the disaster might
have been caused by the explosion of
the boiler is accepted at the Navy De-

partment as within the bounds of cred-
ibility. The Maine's boiler wa3 sepa-

rated from the powder magazines at
the nearest point by a space of about
four feet, usually filled with coal At
least one boiler undoubtedly was kept
under almost full steam in order to
run the dynamos and move the ship in
case of need. The explosion of sucn a
boiler might easily drive through the
bulkhead and fire the magazine.

Inasmuch as suspicion extets in
some quarters that a torpedo was used
against the Maine, it may be said that
the majority of naval officers believe
that the character of the explosion
was hardly such as could be attributed
to a torpedo. The latter, charged with
about 100 pounds of powder or gun
cotton, It is believed, would have torn
a large hole in the bottom or side of
the Maine, but was scarcely likely to
fire the magazine, which Is not near
the bottom.

1

TOE WRECKED SHI1.

She Was One of the Cracks of the Unit
ed States Navy.

The armored cruiser Maine, now
called a second-clas- s battleship, was
built from a design furnished by Chief
Naval Constructor T. D. Wilson of the
Bureau of Naval Construction. Her
construction at the New York Navy
Yard was ordered by Secretary Whit-
ney.

In general type the Maine resembles
the Aquidaban of the Brazilian navy,
which visited New York to participate
In the Columbian naval parade. The de
sign was of French origin, transmitted
through English designers and work
ed over by the bureau chiefs of the
United States Navy Department.

The Maine's keel was laid at the New
York Navy Yard In October, 1888. and
work progressed slowly, for a plant
had to be built up. The vessel, with-
out armor and fittings, was launched
November 19, 1890, in the presence of
a great crowd and with much cere-
mony, her sponsor being Miss Alice
Tracy Wllmerding. granddaughter of
Secretary Tracy, then at the head of

(Continued ot Fourth PageO
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APPROPRIATION TALK TODAY

Busy Day In House Questions Pro- -

pounded to the Attorney- -
General.

SENATE.

Sixth Day, February 22.

A short session of the Senate was
belt! TuMla. Ttue- - members were
absent. Following the usual opening
exercises additional time was granrad
the Finance Committee for considera-
tion of the petition of Palikea for re-

mission of taxes, the Public Lands
Committee for consideration of the
North Kona petition for improvements,
the Judiciary Committee for consider-
ation of the special appropriation bill
for current session expenses.

The bill for the Issuance of license
for selling wines, beers and liquors
of low alcoholic strength was reported
printed and ready for distribution.

Senator McCandless introduced, un-

der suspension of the rules, a bill re-

lating to wide tires. The bill passed
the first reading and was referred to
the Committee on Printing.

On motion of Senator Baldwin the
Senate then adjourned la honor of
Washingon's birthday.

SENATE.

Seventh Day, February 23.

Twelve members of the Senau? wore
presentatroll call "Wednesday morning.
Business was disposed of expeditious
ly. On. motion of Senator waterhouse
the Report of the Minister of the In-

terior was taken up and sent to the
Committee on Public Lands and Im-

provements."'
The Judiciary Committee reported

favorably on Senate bill No. 1, appro-
priating $20,000 for expenses of the
current session. Senator Baldwin said
there was no reference In the report
to expenses for the special September
session, and asked If the committee
had not been directed to Investigate
that feature. In explanation Senator
Lyman said the Committee bad found
nothing in the Constitution either pro-

viding for or forbidding compensation,

for special sessions. The matter ot
the special session properly belonged

to the former period and should be
considered separately. For this rea-

son report had been made on that por-

tion relating to the present session
only.

Senator Waterhouse asked Minister
Damon if $20,000 would be sufficient
to cover current expenses. Minister
Damon replied that in thinking of the
work laid out by the Executive and
in the present political situation with
the possibility that the members'
might not wah a great deal of
legislation, $20,000 seemed enough.
The Legislature was a law unto itself
and if the sum appropriated was not
sufficient the Legislature had the pow-
er to appropriate more. On motion of
Senator Waterhouse the bill passed the
second reading, was sent to the enroll-
ment committee and was made the
special order for today.

The special order of yesterday, the
bill introduced from the Printing Com-mlt- te

providing for licensing the sale
of wines, beers and ales of low alco-
holic strength, passed the first reading
on Senator Holstein's motion and was
referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Agriculture and Manufacture.
In reply to a question from Senator
Waterhouse as to the reason for the
Introduction of the bill. Senator Hol-ste- ln

stated that he would make a full
explanation of the measure at the sec-
ond reading. He had been requested
to present It by his constituents. The
need of legislation of a nature provid-
ed for in the 'bill was obvious from the
report of the Attorney-General- 's De-
partment,

In reply to a suggestion from Min- -
J i3ter Damon that the Attorney-Gener- al

be added to the committee having the
bill in charge President Wilder said
that a Minister could be consulted but
could not be made a member of the
committee. Senator Holstein was made
the third member of the commute in
the absence of Senator Horner.

On a question of privilege Senator
Waterhouse suggested that the atten-
tion of the Military Committee should
becalledtotbe firing of salutes from tae
Eexecutlve Building ground. A com-
mittee was in session at noon on Tues-
day when the saiute cf 21 guns wa
fired and the whole building shook
with the vibrations from the shock.
The members bad noticed a crartt In
the ceiling enlarge, with seme alarm.

I A section of the ceiling oyer the -
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